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MANIFESTO IN SUPPORT OF CARME FORCADELL FROM ELECTED 
REPRESENTATIVES AND FORMER ELECTED REPRESENTATIVES OF 
VARIOUS PARLIAMENTS 

Carme Forcadell, the President of the Parliament of Catalonia from October 

2015 to January 2018, has been held in prison, awaiting trial, since the 23rd 

of March 2018. She has been accused of the crime of rebellion, which carries 

with it a prison sentence of up to thirty years. This crime is only applicable 

to situations which involve a violent, public uprising (according to Article 

472 of the Spanish Penal Code). However, in the case of Catalonia’s bid for 

independence, there was no violent, public uprising. 

Carme Forcadell is accused of not having prevented debates and 

parliamentary proceedings related to the political project of creating a 

Catalan Republic, as pushed for by the majority of the chamber. 

Nevertheless, the then president of the Parliament of Catalonia acted in 

accordance with the rules and procedures of the chamber, and fulfilled the 

roles assigned to her in her position, whilst also upholding both the 

principles of parliamentary autonomy and the separation of powers, as well 

as the elected representatives’ right to freedom of speech and their right of 

initiative. 

The accusations brought against Carme Forcadell, therefore, affects the 

democratic foundations of any parliamentary system. A parliamentary 

democracy can not allow the political debates in its parliament to be 

censored, nor can it stop elected representatives from exercising their 

powers freely in accordance with the rules and procedures of the chamber. 

It can allow for - as is the case in the Spanish State – the use of mechanisms 

which regulate the constitutionality of the regulatory framework that 
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comes about through the activity of the legislative chambers. However, it 

can not veto the exercising of functions and rights that are inherent to 

parliamentary work. 

The free and open discussion of ideas and the parliamentary initiatives born 

of such discussions represent the very essence of parliamentary politics. In 

this respect, the use of the criminal justice system as an instrument for 

oppressing a parliament and its activities is wholly incompatible with the 

principles that govern and uphold a parliamentary democracy. Therefore: 

- We call for the resolution of these institutional and political conflicts 

through non-criminal channels. 

- We stand in solidarity with the former President Carme Forcadell, and we 

demand that she be released immediately. 


